f November 30, 1963 

1:16 p.m. 

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND MR. DON COOK 
(To Don Cook) 



DC: 


Mr. President? 


LBJ: 


You're already out spending all that money you fat-cats make up there 
. . . they tell me you’re down at Saks Fifth Avenue ? 


DC: 


Well, I had a young crew in town for the Thanksgiving Holidays 
and I had to take them down and keep them from being naked. 


LBJ: 


And... how old is he? 


DC: 


Weil, he’s about sixteen, now. 


LBJ: 


Well, I've got a sixteen-year old girl... and she’s very unhappy about 
Secret Service accompanying her on all of her dates. . 


_DC: 

Cu 


Oh, I 11 bet she will be. .they certainly don’t like to be .... 
You better tell Nick to come down and see us. . 


DC: 


Well, I certainly will . . 


LBJ: 


I want to see you sometime next few days whenever you’re free. 


DC: 


All right. .I’ll 


LBJ: 


When is Nick going back 7 


DC: 


He’s going back, I think. Monday .. Monday morning sometime .. but 
I’ll be glad to come down anytime that will fit into your shceduie 


LBJ: 


I appreciate your memo, very much, and thought it was excellent and 
I just want to philosophize with you a little bit. . . 


DC: 


All right. I’ll be delighte d to come down. . 


LBJ: 


Well, if you do. . .why don’t you just check your schedule. • .1 don’t want 


o 


to mess up any of your business. . .but you try to figure out if you can 
come down Monday afternoon. . .1 think that’d be good, .maybe have 
dinner with us . . 
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DC: 


On Monday afternoon. . . . 


LBJ: 


But if you'd rather come Tuesday. ..just call Bill Moyers in my 
office and tell him when you're coming, .what plane you're arriving 
on. • .and I'll have a car to meet you. 


DC: 


All right. Why don't I call him Monday morning. . . 


LBJ: 


That's right. . . .that's right. . .tell him what day suits you best. . . 
because there's not anything. .. except I’m just lonesome for you. 


DC: 


W ell. I'll do that. . . . may I say something ? 


LBJ: 


Yes sir. 


DC: 


Oh, you're gonna make a magnificent President. . .1 want to say that 
and everybody else up here I’ve talked to says the same thing. . 
this was a remarkable performance. 

\ 


pLBJ: 

‘O 


I want to be. .and that's what I want to talk to you about. . . I want to get 
some more ideas and I want you to start looking for some good people 
because oar great problem. • . .but we need some top«flight people 
. . . for instance, we've got nobody to run the war in Vietnam for us . . . 
we need the ablest man that we’ve got. . .the toughest Chief of Mission 
you can have. . , Lodge is just about as much an Administrator as he is 
a Utility Maintenance. . .he just 


DC: 


He never had to do it. . . 


LBJ: 


He never had to do it and doesn’t know one damn thing about it. . .just 
leaks to the Press and keeps everybody fighting each other, .we need 
an able, tough, guy, to go there as Chief of Mission. ..and, now that's 
not anything to be desired by anybody ... but I don’t imagine those 
8 , 10, 000 boys out there desire it sfghnr. . .but we’ve got to either 
get in or get out. . . or get off. . .and we need a damn, tough cookie. . 
and somebody that can say, now, this is it., .and has enough judgment 
to realize he can't make America Vietnam into an America overnight. . 
Cause if they do. . . the other damn government will fall. .b\it, there *s 
just some of the illustration. . . w© need the ablest man you can get 
to operate Latin America. • .they're just coming in here and bumping 
them off one at a time 


o 


• • • hail we've got Col. Chennault down there. • 
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to ds> it. . and #o fiuth* ©& 
or he'd had Gheaaautt..but that's 
P » J<nM bat it is being m by u 
bill. . ibo d tbo same way and 



wa cah*t get bin out. .don't 
ha* bm ia q wax. . . 
wo fat then aad ws*ts get Alliance for 
•* misfits. . . mm*y tbo foreign aid 
aoy c wfliwci la It. 



L . .1 think that to txoa. .of coarse. .the amm thing that Pro. .ever a parted of 
tisoa that Trs hsard the most. . ertticiam about. . la the foreign aid program. 

.. frankly., there’s just constant cxiiieisiB of it bet 2 don't know tkat the people 

wbo talk know wbat they 1 re talklag abe u t Wt tbe fact tkat tker do *»nr i 0 *hm 
isopertaat thing aot wh ether they* re right or oak. .bee tea e they altker bare to 
be e duc a t ed to understanding that what ia being done la right or sonwthing 
oeeda to happen but there* a a lot criticism mi tbe foreign aid program. Mr. 
President, without any question. 



How's tbe ma r ke t doing? 

Well, it cerlaialy skewed a lot of caafldeaca and 1 betters tbe* we’re going to 
be l oo kin g forward to really a eery good f 44 aad '65.. aad X think that there's 
real possibility of coming Into a period of pretty good feeling in tbo country 
generally aad 2 Oink with eery little help the econo my can produce a gross 
n a tion a l product greater than wo*on seer aeon ia the whole history of tbs 
republic. There narsr was a tlma when X hare fett so confident about what 
can taka place. .X hare been a little troubled about tbe Federal Rees ire Board 
aad what it ia doing. . op to now. I think it really ban done an exceptionally good 
job but they progressively whittled down ia tbe bank system until 

it i* quite marginal now.. it is boeexiac armnd about $100 arfUloaawaek 
aad if Bill M a rtin near pushes this thing from that free reserve to a net 
d e fi cit ia tbe banking system. X think it is just going to change On picture 
and change it eery considerably. & is tbe one thing on tbe ho risen thmt 2 think 
is a real uncertainty end one that could bare soma very bad results. 

Well, what da we do about it? 



Well. I think he's pert of tbe go re m aaest aad if be doesn't naderetaad it 
I think he's got to be made to see it. I Just can't esneeirs of tbe Federal 
Reserve Beard, with tbe powers that it has a. .the influence that it baa on tbe 
economy generally. to just operating by itself. . I think tbe Treasury, the 
Federal Reserve Board and the Office sf the P re s id ent need be very closely 
coordinated. . aad tbe Treasury aad the Federal Reserve have got to be. Z 
think , dees parties 1 think to tbe Implementation of tbe Pnmldmmtjm program 
...whenever and whatever that program turns est to be. De yen hare one 
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T«l. 

Let me menlion euo thin* to yew that X ran iato yesterday. .IvutU mating 
witt a few people «ad ita . . they wer* all utility people. . whom a *** fiaUh^i 
. . . tkm*» a fallow by tfeo uuu Yeuerd who i* tbs kud of the Tradt A* an 
it 1 s (ttllxl the Edison Electric Iw ti trtt. . every year they have a fo 

€M<gag© ahrnA mo time of tbo year. .and they get the President* of all utility 
csmps^As fnaiUmr tbo U.S. ..to craw feso * meeting t here. . discussion* 
of various kind* of problems. . ao an. . be told am that me of the tMnge * vt tlx*' 
to do this jeer. .2 juat listened to him. .vutifit ahold of two ojp thrt 
who allegedly «m ..know you. .knew something abeto your previous 
poUdw* ud perhaps your polite return mi mind. .to km thorn n T something 
about what adfbt bo axpeeted generally. ,Mt ia tbo utility Bold but just 
generally from fee Admdnlatrwiieu. . one of fee fellows. . I asksd who they were 
considering. . X knew he wn* after me.. Be said Loa HUL.and of eourso Ikaow 
blm to bo aa old aad good Wrad. .1 deoft knew whether he's beta *»»v»a to but 
If bo hasn't bean. .tbio particular group you knew, cortri tbo whole U. S. . „ if 
tboro*s aaytbiag that should bo said to toon. I think that nt of your people 
might talk to him aad got to Mm bofero oomobody else doe*. 

An right 

Another m a m* that we* mentione d. ... can't remember, oh my goah. . 

Ed Clark? 

Ed Clark. . jmm. Bo mont i oaa d him alao aad of eosrao 1 kaa Mm, too. Ho 
aakod ma whether I»d bo willing to do anything, ud I told Mm I bad Tory aeriua 
doubt* about anybody real ly. . ao aeon. . endeavoring to talk to a group Hhn tMa 
in any autboritattr* way. .that nobody could ever apoak tor thm Pr«aid«at to 
begin with and it may h* that it would bo anaoomtngfy to participate in thia 
of a thing but I thought 1 would tall you that tMa ia boing platra^ that. . my 
tostatira foolin g waa it weald bo better Juat to keep oat of it altogether but that 
two other people will bo aakod and if you waatod to affect it oh way or anotbar 
. . that ia whether they did participate or wet. . and what they bad to aay. . tbo 
time So now because tMa ia wary cloao. 

All right. . You be thinking about what you think X omght to eay to them and. . 
or a massage detailed. . . bring hack to thorn. . what would bo prudent and at the 
same time progressive. ' 

Tee. 1 understand. O.K. FU sea you btoeday afternoon. 

Monday aft# noon. • if tb i t is agreeable, if it ia not. you ^*n m.v. 

Tuesday If you watW to or anytime. Bye. 

Bye 
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